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Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
Virtual

December 19, 2025
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Zoom Registration Link: https://dsa-virginia.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_K5zyHXjETAaYMKXCAZmNCQ 

Virtual Ad-Hoc Meeting

Members Present: Richard Bagby, Cara Meixner, Pam Cobler, Heather Board, William Carter, Joseph “Robbie” Svoboda, Kathryn Hayfield

Members Absent: None

Guests and Presenters: None

DARS Staff Present: Carolyn Turner, Amy Loving, Lynnita Smith, Devin Bowers


1) Welcome and Introductions – Richard Bagby, Chair, commenced at 1:10pm.

Members introduced themselves. A roll call was made and quorum was verified by Carolyn Turner. 

2) Approval and Adoptions – Richard Bagby

Richard Bagby presented the draft meeting minutes from 12/12/25. Amy Loving let him know that it would be reviewed and approved at the next meeting along with meeting minutes from today’s meeting.  

Richard Bagby presented the draft 12/19/25 meeting agenda for approval. Cara Meixner made a motion to accept the 12/19/25 meeting agenda with no changes. Kathryn Hayfield seconded. The meeting agenda was approved by unanimous consensus.

3) Public Comment – Richard Bagby - None
[bookmark: IV._Welcome_New_Member_–_Dr._Joseph_Svob]
4) Overview of Applications Received: CNI Request for Applications for Community Services – Amy Loving

Amy Loving picked up the review of the Applications for recent Community Services RFA. During the last meeting 6 of the 8 applications were reviewed. The other two applications were summarized for the Board. There were discussions on all 8 applications to include the budget information and the DARS internal evaluation scoring. Additional information to be considered for the next RFA for Community Services was discussed. 

5) Discuss and Vote: CNI Request for Applications for Community Services – Richard Bagby

Richard Bagby presented the final options for voting on the 8 applications. 

Cara Meixner made a motion to not fund: Cognitive Synergy, Brain Injury Solutions/Brain Injury Services of SWVA, Richmond Institute for Veterans Research, and Brain Injury Services Inc. Kathryn Hayfield seconded the motion. The motion was approved by unanimous consensus

Robbie Svoboda made a motion to approve funding for: Anderson Music Therapy Services, Brain Injury Connections (Cara Meixner abstained), Sportable with the caveat of requested adjustments to their budget, and Healing Sounds also with a caveat that there is an adjustment to the budget. This motion included the approval for DARS staff to work with these agencies to make these adjustments with the agencies. If adjustments are not able to be made based on requests, the applications will not be funded. Cara Meixner seconded the motion. The motion was approved by unanimous consensus.  


6) Other Business – Richard Bagby – None mentioned.

7) Adjourn – Richard Bagby

Having completed the meeting agenda, Chair Richard Bagby adjourned the meeting at 3:06pm

	For meeting materials please visit: https://www.vacni.virginia.gov/

Meeting materials can also be requested by emailing cni@dars.virginia.gov.

Public comment will be accepted by email (cni@dars.virginia.gov) or phone (804-337-8279).

Public comments received by 5:00 PM on December 17, 2025, will be read (or if lengthy, summarized) during the meeting.

Next scheduled meeting: Friday March 13, 2026 (in-person).
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